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Museum Status 

Don Davis 

Wow! What happened to summer? It seems like just yesterday I was 
putting the June column together. 
Despite forest fires nearly smoking us out and some other distrac
tions. we made it through. We missed being open a few times for lack 
of docents, but overall we had a successful summer. Many thanks to 
Steve Disbrow who found time to give the deck another coat of much 
needed paint. 
Progress of the logging display project team (Ed Larson & Don Davis) 
slowed a bit due to family vacations and other activities requiring vol
unteer time, The audio capability is up and running. Several days of 
operating experience has taught us that we need to simplify and short
en the narration. The new cap containing the control electronics and 
spot lights pointing to features as they 
are being described is 80% complete. I 
expect it be installed and the display 
working with a revised narra tion by 
the time you read this. 
Interactive capability, allowing the visi
tor to probe deeper into topics of spe
cific interest, is the next feature 
planned. It requires a larger control 
panel but has no significant technical issues to solve. Like the cap, this 
element can be constructed off line and installed during the week so 
that museum operations are not affected. The following step. adding 
the G scale Shay will require some significant cabinet mod ifications and 
more electronic control circuitry. With luck we'll be able to divide 
this effort into small enough segments and continue to avoid inter
rupting museum operations. 
If you would like to be part of these fun and games, or perhaps help 
keep the museum open by volunteering as a docent, please drop me 
an e-mail d I I. m 

Trestle Tours A I opular Success 
Nelson Van Gundy 
We've had two Trest le Tours, with over 30 participants touring the 
Truckee RR Museum, Hobart Mills, the trestles still extant on the old 
Hobart Estates main line, the location of the Little Truckee trestle. the 
steam donkey landing near Sierraville Summit, the Verdi Lumber line 
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up Sar dine Saddle, the Boca and Loyalton trestle above Sardine Meadow. Camp 21 [later called 
Camp Merr ill] where three railroads crossed, and finished up following the B&L along the Little 
Truckee River to Boca, where we saw the switchback that connected the B&L and the SP. Several 
new members and docents resulted from these two tours! 

On October 6 we will join the Incline Village Historical Society to visit locations on the Sierra 
Nevada Wood and Lumber Co. operation [predecessor to the Hobart Estates]. and then down to 
the D.L. Bliss operation which ran from Glenbrook to Spooner Summit, where the flume carried 
finished lumber to Carson City for reloading onto the V&T for destinations in the Comstock 
Lode. Check the website for further information! http://www.truckeedonnerrailroadsociety.com/ 

Society Historian, Nelson Van Gundy. leads a tour 

to the site of a long abandoned flat car frame at 

Hobart Mills. 

Fresident's R.eport 

Jim Hood 

The Annual Meeting of the Truckee Donner of guests we have at the museum especially 
Railroad Society was held on August 24th at considering that we are only open on the 
the home of Carey and Jim Hood. There was weekends, major holidays and most Truckee 
plenty of time for socializing with other mem Thursdays. The number of hours we can be 
bers and guests. and all present enjoyed a pot open is lim ited to the number of Docents we 
luck dinner. There was a short business can attract and we greatly appreciate those 
meeting where the past year of the major who give their time and energy so we can 
activities on the Truckee Donner Railroad continue to operate. 
Society were reviewed. Major items that I announced the most recent contribution 
were discussed were: continued operation from the Brewster West Foundation in the 
and ongoing improvements of the Current last news letter. Their ongoing support has 
Museum in Downtown Truckee, The ex allowed us to continue to upgrade the displays 
tremely generous contributions we have re in the Museum and keep it "fresh" for our 
ceived from the Brewster West Foundation, guests. It remains our goal to develop an ex
the progress toward the next "interim" adap panded Railroad Museum in the downtown 
tation of the Railroad Museum and our com area of Truckee. We envision that this would 
munity involvement activities over the last be an "interim" museum that would permit us 
year. All present seemed to have a very en to chronicle even more of the H istory of the 
joyable evening and we encourage all mem Railroad in the greater Truckee area. This 
bers to attend in the future. museum will incorporate "modern" Museum 
We continue to be pleased with the number technology and present the History in an in

.- , _ .~ _ .: o"r':,._ :...... :.-.....( r" •• .... _ . _ 



Page 3 Snowshed Volume 6,Number 3 

teractive and exciting manner. As that I can serve you better. I 
soon as we can tie down a location, we would hope that my tenure as your 
will start working with architects and President will culminate in the 
exhibit designers to develop a detailed opening of the "interim" Museum. 
concept of the interim Museum. We 
will start fund raising for the project 
which we expect to be in the $1 .0 mil
lion range. 
I am starting my fourth year as the 
President of your Tahoe Donner Rail
road Society and I would appreciate 
any comments that you would like to 
send me at Jim hoo-f? I -, t r r t so 

Truckee Histor~ Da~ 

Jerr!) 5lackwill 

The Truckee Donner Historical and the Truckee Donner Railroad Societies staged 
Truckee History Day on August l Oth as a part of Truckee's 20 - I SO year anniver
sary celebration. Bob Bell and Dale Fowler arranged to have the Sacramento Valley 
Live Steamers bring model steam and diesel locomotives to the Truckee Regional 
Park. Nelson Van Gundy and Tom Smith helped lay the track and set up the trains 
that permitted over 150 children and adults to enjoy train rides around the park. 
In addition, several presentations were given in the Historical Society's tent. Tom 
Macaulay described Truckee's ice industry to Richard and Delores Orsi. Bill 
George also showed a video on the transcontinental railroad and Jerry Blackwill 
gave a talk on the Truckee to Tahoe City railroad. 

Thanks to Barbara Czerwinski for coordinating the efforts of Truckee's Railroad and 
Historical Societies. 

Train Activities at Truckee History Day 
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Society Mission : 
To pre serve. in terpret , and educate t he publ ic about rail

roa ding life and history in the T r uckee region including its 

contr ibution to Truckee and the Na t ion. Specifically. depict 

railroad invo lvement in local indust ry th rough the acquisi

t ion. preservation, and restoration of relevant equipment, 

doc uments, and artifacts all to be part of a permanent muse

um faci lity in dow ntown Truckee. 

Truckee Railroad museum Visi on: 
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Railroads of the Truckee area played a significant ro le in 

founding and developi ng the town of Truckee. From the 

blast ing of black powder in the granite over Donner Lake. 

to the hissing of the first steam comin g into town, to whis

tl es of lumber jacks in the mountains, to the crack of ice 

being loaded in the ree fers, and touri sts flocking to share 

the beauty of the area, th e Truckee Railroad Museum tells 

the story. 

• A place to Discover 

• A place to Interact 

A place to Enjoy 
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Truckee Donner Railroad Society 
P.O. Box 3838
 
Truckee. Ca 96 160
 

www.tru ckeedonnerra ilroadsodety.com
 
50 I(c) 3 non -profit orga nization
 

Current Pro jects Seekin g SuPPOrt 

• Caboose Museum Inter ior 

• Crane Rehabil itation 

• Rotary Resto rat io n 

• Sleeper Restoration 

• Internet Book Sales 

If you are able to support any of 

these projects w ith you r time, talent 

o r do llars, please contact us. 
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